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Polarity is such a word. It sums up what Emerson says in his Essay on Compensation : " Polarity, or action and reaction, we meet in every part of Nature; in darkness and light; in the ebb and flow of waters; in male and female; in the inspiration and expiration of plants and animals ; in the undulations of fluids and of sound; in the centripetal and centrifugal gravity; in electricity, galvanism, and chemical affinity. Superinduce Magnetism at one end of a needle, the opposite Magnetism takes.place at the other end. If the South attracts, the North repels. An inevitable dualism besets nature, so that each thing is a half, and suggests another to make it whole: as spirit, matter ; man, woman.; odd, even ; subjective, objective ; ins out; upperf under; motion, rest; yeaf nay."
These, by whatever name we like to call them, are facts and not fancies, and facts which enter largely into all questions, whether of science, philosophy, religion, or practical policy* Every one who wishes to keep at all abreast with modern culture^ ought to have some general knowledge of the ideas and principles which underlie them and which are embraced in th-3 comprehensive word " polarity." My object in this book has been to assist the reader, who is not a specialist, in arriving at some general understanding of the subjects treated of, and I may hope, In awakening such an interest in them as may induce him to prosecute further researches. If I succeed ia this, my object will have been attained.